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LETTEES OP SILAS DEANE. 
originals in the autograph collection of ferdinand j. dreer. 

Paris Nov' 28, 1776. 

Gentlemen, 

Your favor of the 7 of August last covering Copy of 
yours of ye 8 July I rec'd tho the Original never came to 
hand — This Letter also enclosed the Declaration of Inde- 
pendency with Instructions to make it known to this, & 
the other powers of Europe, and I received it the 17. In- 
stant, tho the Vessel which bro't it, had but 38 days passage 
from Salem. This Letter was very farr from relieving me, 
as it inclosed what had been Circulated thro' Europe for 
two months before, and my pretending to inform this Court, 
could be only a matter of form in Consiquence of your 
Orders, which were expressed, in the State of any Common 
affair — I certainly prefer and must on all Occations, sim- 
plicity of Stile as well as Manners, but something is due, to 
the dignity of old and powerfull States, or if you please to 

their prejudices, in favor of long Accustomed Form, & 

and as the United States of America, by this introduce 
themselves among the Established powers, and rank with 
them it must of Course be expected that at the first intro- 
duction, or the announcing of it some mode more formall, 
or if I may say respectfull would have been made use of 
than simply two or three Lines from the Committee of 
Congress in a Letter something more apparently Authentic 
not that either your power or the reality of your Letter 
could be doubted — I mention this as something deserving 
of serious Consideration, whither in your Applications here, 
& your powers & Instructions of a public Nature it is not 
alway proper to use a seal. This is a very antient Custom, 
in all public & even private concerns of any Consequence — 
further to keep a proper intercourse with Europe, it is by no 
means sufficient, to write a single Letter & leave it, to be 
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forwarded, when the Captain of a Vessel, thinks of it, or has 
nothing else to do, duplicates of every Letter in the hand of 
faithfull & attentive persons to he forwarded by the first 
Conveyance to any part of Europe, had this been practised 
since my leaving America instead of receiving but two short 
Letters from you I might have had Intelligence every 
month, let me urge you from the Danger our Affairs have 
been in, of totally miscarrying for want of intelligence to 
pay some Attention to this in future — As the Copy was 
dated 8 July I took Occation to observe that the honorable 
Congress, had taken the earliest Opportunity of informing 
this Court, of the declaration of their Independency and 
that the variety of important affairs before the Congress 
with the Critical situation of the Armies, in their Neighbor- 
hood, & the Obstructions of their Commerce had prevented 
that Intelligence which had been wished for, but the present 
served to shew the early & principal Attention, of the United 
States to this Court, and as their independency was now in 
form declared, the Queries I had formerly put, in Conse- 
quence of my first Instructions, might now be resolved, and 
I hoped favorably — To this I was answered, unless France, 
by a public Acknowledgement of your independency, makes 
war on G. Britain in your favor what service can such Ac- 
knowledgement be of to the United States ? You are known 
here. Our Ports are open, & free for your Commerce, and 
your Ships are protected in them, and greater indulgeneies 
allowed than to any other Nation If France should be 
obliged to make "War on England it will be much more just, 
and honorable, in the Eyes of the World to make it on 
some other Account, & if made at all, it is the same thing to 
the United States of America, & in one important View 
better for them to have it Originate from any other Cause, 
as America, will be under the less immediate Obligation — 
further France has Alliances, and cannot resolve a Question, 
which must perhaps involve her in a "War, without previ- 
ously Consulting them, meantime the United States can 
receive the same succours, & Assistance from France, with- 
out as well as with, such an open Acknowledgement per- 
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haps much more advantagiously. To this & such like 
arguments I had the less to reply, as you informed me, that 
Articles for a proposed Alliance with France were under 
Consideration and that I might soon expect them — I was 
further told that the Swiss Canton tho in every respect free, 
& indepindent States, for several Centuries had not to this 
hour been Acknowledged as such by any public Act of any 
one power in Europe except France — and that neither the 
revolution in the United Provinces, or Portugal had been 
Attended with any such Acknowledgement, Tho' the powers 
of Europe, in both Cases lent their aid — I replied, that I 
would not urge a formal Acknowledgement, so long as the 
same End, could be obtained, & without the inconveniences 
hinted at, besides as I day expected further Instructions 
would, reserve myself until their arrival, — The apprehen- 
sion of the united States Negotiating has done us much 
damage and the intirview at New York said to have been 
between a Com. of Congress and the Two Beathers how- 
ever politic the step in America, was made use of to our 
prejudice in Europe, at this Court in particular, as it has 
been for sometime assisted, by Lord Stormont & Others, 
That a Negotiation would take place, and as farr as this, is 
believed as farr Our Cause has suffered, & Our Friends 
staggered in their Resolutions — my Opinion is that the 
House of Bourbon in every Branch will be our Friends, it 
is their Interest to humble Great Britain — I am again 
haunted with "Williamson who certainly has the Confidence 
of some well meaning people with you, & as certainly be- 
trays it, for he is pimping into every Corner of France to 
see what is doing under the pretence of being a zealous 
American, & every month or six weeks slips back to London 
with his budget which he unloads at Lord North — I dare 
not have him attack'd as a Spy, as he would in such case 
be immediately defended by Lord Stormont & I might be 
troubled to prosecute, I can only therefore warn you, & all 
Americans against him — yesterday it was roundly affirmed 
at Versailles That a Letter was received in London from 
Philad" in which it was said I had wrote advising The Con- 
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gress to Negotiate for that I could obtain no assistance from 
Europe — Tou can hardly conceive how dangerous even 
such reports are, & how prejudicial every step that looks 
like confirming them — The importance of America, in every 
point of View, appears more, & more Striking to all Europe, 
but particularly to this Kingdom — Inclosed I send you the 
size of Masts & Sparrs, with the price which if it will 
Answer, may be a certain Article of remittance, as may 
other Naval Stores, but I dare not Contract with the 
Marine, as I have no powers therefor & am unacquainted 
with the Rate they were usually exported at to England — a 
wide field is opening as the American Commerce is to be 
free, & I have had many applications from many parts of 
the subject, Tho' few are disposed to Venture untill the 
close of this Campaign, which if it is not decisive against 
us Our wants will be supplied another season at as cheap a 
rate as ever, but I trust never more on the old Terms of 
long credit — I am well nigh harrassed to Death with appli- 
cations of oflicers to go out to America, Those I have en- 
gaged are I trust in general of the best Character, but that 
I should engage, or rather take from the hands of some 
Leading Men here, some one, or Two in a Number not so 
accomplished cannot be surprizing, & may considering my 
situation be pardonable but I have no suspicion of any such, 
in any department of Consequence — I have been offered 
Troops from Germany on the following general Terms, 
Oflicers to recruit as for the service of Prance, and embark 
for St. Domingo from Dunkirk, and by altering their rout, 
Land in the American States — The same has been proposed 
from Switzerland to which I could give no encoragement, 
but submit it to your Consideration in Congress, whither if 
you can establish a Credit as I have before hinted, it would 
not be well to purchase at Leghorn Five or Six Stout 
Frigates, w oh might at once transport some companies of 
Swiss a Quantity of Stores and the whole be defended by 
the Swiss soldiers on their passage or if you prefer Germans 
which I really do not, the Vessels might go from Dunkirk. 
I daily expect important advises from the North, respecting 
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Commerce at least, having sent to the King of Prussia in 
consequence of a mem he Ordered his Agent here to 6how 
me, & to propose some Queries to me, a state of the North 
American Commerce at large — I have presented Memorial 
after Memorial here untill in my last I think I have ex- 
hausted the subject so fair as the present Time, having in 
my last given the history of the Controversy, obviated the 
objections made against us & pointed out the Consequences 
that must ensue to France, & Spain if they permitted the 
Colonies to be subjucted by their old Hereditary Enemy, it 
consisted of Fifty pages and was after being translated pre- 
sented to his Majesty & his Ministers & I was assured was 
favorably received & Considered, I presented it about Five 
Weeks since and whether it has hastened the preparations 
or not I cannot say — The Ministry was pleased to say that I 
had placed the whole in the most striking point of View, 
and they believed with great justice — I cou'd wish to send 
you Copies of these but I have no Assistant, except Occa- 
sionally, and the uncertainty of my situation will not permit 
my engaging for any thing certain to one who might de- 
serve Confidence — and those who are deserving are but 
few — I wou'd advise in concerns in this and other King- 
doms to have very little concern with Natives of Great 
Britain — Never if to be avoided, but prefer Foreigners it is 
more safe, and more politic — I say Forigners but all are 
Forigners alike in one sence — I except Mess 18 Debass who 
are tho of Irish extract born in France and have their whole 
connections here — Bread will be scarse before the next har- 
vest — Flour is now 22 to 23 Livers per C and Tobacco is as 
I before have mentioned and I promised myself you will 
not let slip so favorable an opportunity of making remit- 
tances to advantage — in expectation of your sending over 
Frigates to Convoy your Ships and of your giving some in- 
structions on what I have wrote you of opperations in These 
Seas — I design being at Burdeaux in March, when I shall 
be able to give the Needfull directions in any such affair, but 
at any rate send over a Number of Blank Commissions for 
Privateers to be fitted out in Europe under your Flagg. 
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The prizes must finally be bro't to you for Condemnations 
and the principle advantage will remain with you — I have 
wrote largely, & on many subjects yet fear I have omitted 
something if so must when I write again must recollect — 
on lesser subjects. I wish I had here one of y r best Sadie 
Horses of the American or Rhode Island breed, a present 
of that kind, wou'd be money well laid out with a certain 
personage — other curious American productions at this 
time wou'd tho' trifles in themselves, be of consequence 
rightly timed & placed — I mentioned Mr BittenHouses in a 
former Letter and I think Arnolds Collection of Insects &c, 
&c, but I submit any steps of this kind to your mature 
Judgment — Mons Du Coudey will be with you by the re- 
ceipt of this with stores compleet for 30,000 men, The ex- 
traordinary exertions of this Gentleman and his Charecter 
intitle him to much from the United States, and I hope the 
sum I have stipulated with him for will not be considered 
as extravagant when you consider it is much less than is 
given in Europe, Baron DeKalb I consider as unimportant 
Acquisition as are many other of the Officers whose Char- 
acters I may not stay to particularize but refer you to Baron 
de Kalb who speaks English, and to Mr. Rogers, who are 
generally with them as to the Sea Officers, they are not so 
easily obtained, yet some good ones may be had, and in 
particular two one I have already mentioned — The other is 
quite his equal with some advantages he was l !t Leautenant 
of a Man of War round the World with Capt. Cook sailed 
that Voyage and has since had a ship, but wants to leave 
this for other service were he may make a settlement and 
establish a Family These two Officers would engage a 
Number of younger ones should they embark, I send 
herewith the plans of one of them for the burning of ships — 
I submit it to the Honorable Congress who are sensible of 
the variety and magnatude of the Objects before me whither 
it is not of importance to dispatch some one of its body to 
Assist me, or to take part in his own immediate direction I 
say some one of its body as it will give dignity & rather 
support it in a proper manner, when you send persons 
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known to possess your fullest Confidence and the Advice 
and Assistance of such a one in Europe would be of service 
to me though he were or I were occationally at Madrid, or 
Berlin, having attained some knowledge of the Language 
and an Acquaintance with those in power here as well as 
others, What abilities I have which are ever devoted to 
my Country, can be imployd here to the best Advantage at 
present, but I submit my thoughts to your determination 
and am with great Truth and Sincerity — 

Your Most Obe* & 

Very Hum" Sev* 

Silas Deane. 

Philadelphia Septem r 14, 1778 
Dear Sir, 

I have not had the Pleasure of a Line from you since you 
left us, which I impute to your having been so much en- 
gaged in public Business. I hope the articles sent you 
arrived safe and were found to satisfaction and that we 
shall soon have the Pleasure of seeing you again in Phila- 
delphia by one means or another The Affairs which re- 
spect me have dragg'd on so heavily that Nothing decisive 
has been done though I have been constantly applying, and 
my Patience is really worn out, & I cannot & will not longer 
endure a Treatment, which carries with it marks of the 
deepest ingratitude, but if the Congress have not Time to 
hear a man, who they have sent for Four Thousand miles, 
splely under the pretence of receiving Intelligence from 
him, it is Time that the good people of this Continent 
should know the manner in which their Representatives 
conduct the public Business, and how they Treat their 
Fellow Citizens, who have rendered their Country, the most 
important services. — 

I freely appeal to every man of honor, & feelings, and 
will be content to be judg'd from what passes in his own 
breast, on supposing himself but for one moment exactly in 
my Situation. A Majority of Congress are disposed to do 
me justice & complain of my being delayed in the manner 
I am from day to day, & from week to week but you know 
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that in Congress a few men can put off the decision of any 
Question by one means or other as long as they please, and 
you are not a Stranger to what a certain Triumvirate, who 
have been from the first members of Congress are equall. 
The baseness and ingratitude of one of them you have suf- 
ficiently experienced in private Life, to know him capable 
of any thing in public, — and my old Colleague Eoger the 
Jesuit, with their Southern associate have been indefati- 
gable ever since my Arrival, Roger indeed is at present 
on a Tour, to the Army, and thence to Newhaven, to stir up 
the pure minds of the Faithful there against The next 
Election of Delegates, he is expected back in a few Days, 
when perhaps they will be ready to take the Field after 
having suggested in "Whispers ev'ry thing that could tend 
to hurt the man they causelessly attack — I am noway dis- 
couraged, but I am grieved to find our Councils, & our 
public deliberations conducted in the manner they are at 
present — The very name of Congress, was a great while 
sacred, almost as that of the Divinity in these States, you 
as well as I know how much weakness to say nothing more, 
lay concealed from the first behind the sacred Vail, from 
the view of the public — I tremble for the Consequences, 
when Americans who have served their Country with the 
highest reputation at home, and abroad, shall be forced by 
the Injuries and abuse which they receive, in vindication of 
themselves to draw this Vail, and hold up to the open View 
of their Countrymen certain individuals, who have by one 
circumstance or another greatly influenced the deliberations 
of Congress — Self Defence is the first Law of Nature — I 
hope, and am sure I shall not be driven to this extremity 
whilst so many appear resolv'd to see justice done me — I 
will not add, but that I most impatiently expect you here, 
and hope that you will bring M rs Hancock with you, to 
whom I pray you present my most respectful Compliments 
— I am ever with the most sincere attachment 
J* Sir your most Obed* and 

Very hum M Serv* 
Hon w J. Hancock. Silas Deane 



